


What can R&D Student Grants offer you?

Who can apply?

Applications for Callaghan Innovation Student Grants must be made by the  
recipient company. 

If you are a student who would like to work for a company using grant funding 
support, please discuss this with the company or your university.

Talk to us to find out how many students your business is eligible to apply for.

Please refer to our Customer Support page to ensure you are supported through  
the process. 

For companies:

 + Access to a new talent pipeline 

 + New skills and expertise

 +  Fresh ideas for blue-sky concept 
development or to reinvigorate  
stalled projects

 + Extra funded R&D resource for     
 new or existing projects

For students:

 + Relevant industry experience

 + Exposure to R&D 
 focussed companies

 + Opportunities to develop   
 professional network 

 + Pathway to potential  
 future employment

Companies need to:

 + Be a Limited Partnership, Māori  
 Incorporation/Trust or registered  
 under the Companies Act*

 +  Have an R&D programme in place 
(e.g. existing R&D staff  

and activities)

Students need to:

 +  Be NZ citizens or studying here and 

have a visa which permits them to 

work for the duration of the grant

 + Be studying at a New Zealand tertiary  

 institution at NZQA Levels 7-10 or  

 recently graduated*

* Check our website for full details.

https://content.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/customer-support


Student Grants

“Having an R&D  
grant allowed our  
business to bring  
in new skills that  
previously we would 
have to outsource.”
- Matt Rowe, Uprise Digital 



R&D Experience Grants ‘Summer Interns’

R&D Experience Grants give you the 
opportunity to take on students for a  
10-week internship and bring new skills 
into your business, whether you’re looking 
to explore blue-sky R&D concepts or 
advance existing projects. 

How does it work?

 + Bachelor to PhD students (NZQA 7-10)

 + Science, Tech, Eng, Design, Business 

 + 400hrs/10 Weeks

 + Company paid at end of placement

Application criteria

 + Applications open part year only (see  
 website for dates) 

 +  It may not be necessary to wait until 
summer – if your student or recent 
graduate is available to work  
full-time, you can start when you 
are ready

 +  You don’t need to identify a student 
intern to apply

 +  Students are eligible up to 12 months 
after their final course semester

 + A single student can do up to two   
 Experience Grant internships at your  
 business in separate funding years

Simone took advantage of an R&D 
Experience Grant to work with Douglas 
Pharmaceuticals as a lab assistant – now 
she’s the product portfolio analyst. 

“Callaghan Innovation R&D Experience 
Grants are a really good way to bring  
in good quality new graduates and develop 
them. We use the grants to bring people 
into the pure R&D area, but we also use 
it for the technical transfer type area and 
quality control. Many of them stay on too 
– by the time they’ve spent three months 
with us they really know whether that  
type of work is for them, and we know  
if they’re right for the company. It’s a really 
good way to develop talent.”

 +  Peter Surman, Chief Scientific Officer, 
Douglas Pharmaceuticals

Dates and grant details may vary from year to year. 
See callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/grants/student-
grants for the latest information.

www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/grants/student-grants
www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/grants/student-grants


Simone + Douglas Pharmaceuticals



    

Charlotte + Goodman Fielder



    

R&D Career Grants ‘A First Step into 
Industry for Postgraduates’

R&D Career Grants give you the 
opportunity to bring advanced technical 
skills into your business, whether it’s to 
augment your existing team or help drive 
your R&D in a new direction.

How does it work?

 + Masters or PhD graduates

 + Science, Tech, Eng, Design, Business 

 + Contributes to first six months’ salary  
 (up to $30k for Masters/$35k for PhD)

 +  Company can claim monthly in arrears

 + Minimum six months fixed  
 term contract

Application criteria

 + Apply any time

 +  Must be first full-time permanent  
role related to their studies after  
finishing studies

 +  Student must be identified to  
be approved

 +  Students are eligible up to 12 months 
after submitting their thesis or 
completing course requirements

Dates and grant details may vary from year to year. 
See callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/grants/student-
grants for the latest information.

Charlotte took advantage of an  
R&D Career Grant to develop  
her research skills and experience  
with Goodman Fielder.

“We’ve been using the R&D Experience 
Grants and R&D Career Grants over a 
number of years because they help us  
fast track projects and tap into the best 
talent coming through our universities.  
For students it is a great opportunity for 
them to gain exposure and experience  
as they transition from being a student 
into career roles.”

 + Peter Brown, Innovation & Research  
 Manager, Goodman Fielder

www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/grants/student-grants
www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/grants/student-grants


Contact your  
Callaghan Innovation Manager or 
Regional Business Partner to apply

callaghaninnovation.govt.nz 
info@callaghaninnovation.govt.nz 
0800 422 552

Callaghan Innovation’s 
Student Grants can 
give your company 
access to new skills 
and fresh thinking, with 
funded internships and 
postgraduate research 
projects. 

www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz
mailto:info%40callaghaninnovation.govt.nz?subject=
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